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PROGRAMME

The AFRICA BUSINESS DAY is the indispensable annual
platform in Switzerland for doing business in and with
Africa. It brings together CEOs, members of the Board,
business development managers, export managers,
investors and representatives of African Embassies/
Missions to exchange on the issues that affect them
directly in their day-to-day business.

OVERCOMING THE
INFRASTRUCTURE GAP IN AFRICA

The AFRICA BUSINESS DAY 2019 will focus on
infrastructure in Africa as it is an essential element
for doing business on the continent. The African
Development Bank estimates the continent has an
annual infrastructure deficit of $90 billion.
Therefore, the private sector has a critical role to
play. This includes the need to develop reliable
sources of energy production, eﬃcient transport
and communication systems without mentioning
resilient
sanitation
and
smart
building
infrastructure. Africa’s vast infrastructure deficit is
a constraint on its growth but also an opportunity
to leapfrog to new and more eﬃcient technologies.
There is however no quick fix to the current
challenges and businesses need to adopt creative
approaches to tackle them.
How are Swiss companies innovating to bridge the
gap? This AFRICA BUSINESS DAY will explore
solutions that generate new, decentralized value
chains and ecosystems with the objective of having
a positive impact on doing business in Africa
The presentations and sessions in the morning will
set the tone for the day and give the audience an
overview of the infrastructure gap at the macro
level in Africa while focusing on the opportunities
and challenges for Swiss companies and SMEs
working to address this important issue. In the
afternoon, concrete case studies, business models
and examples will be featured in 3 different
workshops, representing various sectors and
focusing on specific solutions and innovations.

28 June 2019

Siemens Campus, Zug

170 participants

10 Presentations

3 Workshops

PROGRAMME
TIME

ACTIVITY

8:30

Welcome Coffee

9:15

Welcome Addresses
Matthias Rebellius, COO Siemens Smart Infrastructure & CEO Siemens Schweiz
Jürg Sprecher, Head of Section, Bilateral Economic Relations, Middle East & Africa, State
Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO)
Verena Utzinger, President, Swiss-African Business Circle

9:35

Setting the Scene: Overcoming the infrastructure gap in Africa
Philippe Valahu, CEO, Private Infrastructure Development Group (PIDG)

10:00

Keynote 1: The African Perspective
Deji Alli, Chairman & CEO, Mixta Africa

10:30

Keynote 2: The Swiss Perspective
Ute Redecker, General Manager Digital Grid, Siemens Smart Infrastructure

10:55

Coffee break & visit country desks/exhibition area

11:40

Panel discussion
Speakers:
Philippe Valahu, CEO, Private Infrastructure Development Group (PIDG)
Deji Alli, Chairman & CEO, Mixta Africa
Ute Redecker, General Manager Digital Grid, Siemens Smart Infrastructure
Moderator: Jens Zimmermann, Senior Equity Analyst - Energy & Utilities, Credit Suisse

13:05

Networking Lunch & visit country desks/exhibition area

14:15

3 parallel workshops:
Workshop 1: Bridging Africa’s physical infrastructure gap through innovations in energy
and waste management
Speakers: David Orzan, Partner, The Energy Consulting Group
Mori Diane, Business Development Director- Governments & Institutions, SGS
Moderator: Maxime Ranarivelo, Advisory Consultant, PwC Switzerland
Workshop 2: Transforming African megacities into smart cities: a solution to the
infrastructure gap?
Speakers: Onyeche Tifase, Managing Director and CEO, Siemens Nigeria
Laurent Dutheil, Co-Director, Transitec
Moderator: Andy Gboka, Senior Analyst & Portfolio Manager, Bellevue Asset Management
Workshop 3: Fostering social infrastructure projects: a long-term response to economic
growth and development in vocational training and health
Speaker: Anna Krutikov, Head of Sustainable Development, Glencore
Dr. Oliver Preisig, Executive Director, Inqaba Biotec
Moderator: Ulrich Hinterberger, Project Lead Infrastructure & Energy Investments,
Symbiotics

15:45

End of Event

16:00

Company visit Siemens
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WORKSHOPS
WORKSHOP

DESCRIPTION
BRIDGING AFRICA'S PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE GAP
THROUGH ENERGY AND WASTE MANAGEMENT
Infrastructure remains an undisputed global priority in Africa as the continent continues to face
a massive gap that impedes economic activity and progressive GDP output on the continent.
Urban growth in Africa, at an annual rate of 3.5% is the highest in the world and has led not only
to low sanitation levels and a massive dumping of waste in water courses and uncontrolled
dump but also to a growing demand in energy. Addressing the infrastructure deficit in power,
transport, water and sanitation as well as other sectors requires the technical capacity to
manage the physical construction and on-going maintenance, as well as establishing a
“conducive” environment to support complex projects.
This workshop will explore how Swiss companies are overcoming the infrastructure barriers/gap
by developing ground-breaking projects in the energy and waste management sector.

TRANSFORMING AFRICA'S MEGA CITIES INTO SMART CITIES: A SOLUTION
TO THE INFRASTRUCTURE GAP?
The total number of people living in African cities is projected to increase from 400 million to 760
million by 2030 and 1.26 billion by 2050, which will put a strain on existing infrastructure
and transportation networks across the continent. While every city is different in terms of
geographic layout and architecture, they do have common objectives and needs such as the
safety and security of their citizens and the optimization of services such as transportation,
networks, sustainability and social inclusion. By adopting the appropriate range of technology
and investing into digital skills training, African cities will be able to improve the quality of life for
their citizens and become more competitive in the international economic landscape. Which role
do Swiss companies play in this access to new technologies?
In this workshop, companies representing different perspectives will present the types of
innovations they are implementing to transform African cities and improve their infrastructure.

FOSTERING SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS: A LONG-TERM RESPONSE
TO ECONOMIC GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT IN VOCATIONAL TRAINING
AND HEALTH
Social infrastructure are foundational services and structures that support the quality of life
within a country, region, city or neighbourhood. This notion includes any infrastructure that goes
beyond economic functions to make a community an appealing place to live such as healthcare,
medical facilities, education and housing. Consequently, social infrastructure investment in
Africa can address widespread inequality and divided societies by promoting economic growth
and social development. How are Swiss companies addressing the gap in developing projects
and partnering with local authorities?
This workshop will showcase examples on how Swiss companies are actively contributing
towards more inventive types of projects and acting as pioneers on the social infrastructure front
to stimulate economic growth on the continent.
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