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The AFRICA BUSINESS DAY is the indispensable 
annual platform in Switzerland for doing business 
in and with Africa. AFRICA BUSINESS DAY is 
organized by the Swiss-African Business Circle 
under the patronage of the State Secretariat for 
Economic Affairs SECO.  The 2021 edition will be 
hosted by the African Export-Import 
Bank (Afrexim bank) virtually on the 25 of June. 
We are expecting 300 to 350 participants from 
more than 30 countries including CEOs, 
members of the Board, business development 
managers, African Ambassadors based in 
Switzerland, Swiss Ambassadors based in 
Africa, export managers and investors. During 
the event, African Embassies/Missions  
present investment opportunities in their 
respective countries at country desks in the 
dedicated virtual exhibition area.

The theme of AFRICA BUSINESS DAY 2021 is 
‘The Power of Regional Value Chains: African 
Markets and the New Operating Environment’.

Going forward, African regional integration 
means that local/regional value chains will grow 
in importance and strengthen Africa’s role within 
global value chains. What does this mean for 
companies with a pan-African approach? What 
role are Swiss companies playing as the African 
continent consolidates its position on the world 
stage? And what developments need to be 
followed to make successful business decisions?

THE POWER OF

REGIONAL VALUE CHAINS

25 June 2021

Virtual Event

300-350 Participants

12 Presentations

3 Breakout Sessions



TIME

PROGRAMME

ACTIVITY

08:30 Explore platform / Meet & Greet

09:15 Welcome addresses

H.E Erwin Bollinger, Ambassador, Head of Bilateral Economic Affairs
Delegate of the Federal Council for Trade Agreements, State
Secretariat for Economic Affairs SECO

Verena Utzinger, President, Swiss-African Business Circle

09:30

The African perspective

Rolake Rosiji, CEO, Jobberman Nigeria (Nigeria)

09:50

10:10

10:30

Setting the Scene 

Dr. Hippolyte Fofack, Chief Economist and Director, Research and 
International Cooperation, African Export Import Bank 
(Afreximbank) (Egypt)

Networking, visit of virtual exhibition area and country desks

A conversation with Stephen Karingi, Director, Regional Integration & 
Trade Division, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) 
(Ethiopia)

Moderated by: Ana Maria Montero, International TV, radio and print 
journalist (Switzerland)

Followed by Q&A

11:00

The Swiss perspective

Nicol Meyer, Head of Country, Clariant Southern Africa (South Africa)



PROGRAMME

Panel discussion with the keynote speakers and expert 

Speakers:

• Dr. Hippolyte Fofack, Chief Economist and Director, Research and
International Cooperation, African Export Import Bank
(Afreximbank) (Egypt)

• Rolake Rosiji, CEO, Jobberman Nigeria (Nigeria)
• Nicol Meyer, Head of Country, Clariant Southern Africa (South Africa)

Moderated by: Ana Maria Montero, International TV, radio and print 
journalist (Switzerland)

TIME ACTIVITY

11:40

12:20 Networking, visit of virtual exhibition area and country desks

14:15 3 Breakout Sessions running in parallel 

Breakout Session 1: Made in Africa - local content as a business imperative 

Presenters:

• Yoann Petit, Director Africa, IOTA Group (Switzerland)

• Abdelmajid Raoui, Managing Director, Valtronic Morocco (Morocco)

Moderated by: Jean François Tanda, Managing Director, Vanda Advisory 
(Switzerland)

Breakout Session 2: Regional vs global value chains / moving toward 
higher value-adding activities
Presenters:

• Ahmed Bennis, Secretary General, Africa Economic Zones Organization
(AEZO) (Morocco)

• Benjamin Fuchs, CEO, Alba Group (Switzerland)

Moderated by: Philippe Valahu, CEO, The Private Infrastructure 
Development Group (PIDG) (UK)

Breakout Session 3: Healthcare: Building regional centers of excellence 
to meet local needs
Presenters:

• Emmanuel Akpakwu, Chief Commercial Officer, Novartis SSA
(Switzerland)

• Richard Wairegi, Manager, Export Development Finance, African 
Export Import Bank (Afreximbank) (Egypt)

Moderated by: Seraina Gross, Business Journalist, Handelszeitung 
(Switzerland)
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TIME ACTIVITY

15:15 Networking, visit of virtual exhibition area and country desks

Enabling trust in global and regional value chains - Case Studies SICPA 

Speakers:
• Bénédict Sapin, Business Development Director in Africa, SICPA SA (UAE)
• Suzan Kitariko, Managing Director, SICPA Uganda (Uganda)
• Jean-Yves Ray, Group Marketing Director, SICPA SA (Switzerland)

End of event16:30

15:45



BREAKOUT SESSIONS

SESSION

1 Local content legislation on the African continent is becoming 
increasingly important in developing regional business strategies. At 
a local level, African Governments are putting into place regulations 
that encourage working with local partners and employing local 
employees. Policy at the continental level is also following this trend 
– a key example being the Rules of Origin set out by the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) that govern the application
and removal of tariffs. This workshop will focus on how companies
are navigating the complexity of local content laws, thereby
facilitating knowledge and technology transfer in the African
markets where they are present.

2
Regional vs global value chains: moving toward higher value-adding 
activities

On a global level, African countries are largely exporters of primary 
materials and intermediate goods into global value chains. However, 
there are good examples of businesses that are producing value 
added goods and services for both regional and global value chains 
on the African continent. What can be learned from these 
companies? How do they gain a competitive advantage in the African 
markets where they are active? What are the ingredients for 
successfully producing value added products on the African 
continent for both regional and global value chains?

3
Healthcare: Building regional centers of excellence to meet local 
needs

As a global healthcare crisis, the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted 
the importance of strengthening regional healthcare value chains on 
the African continent. The pandemic has demonstrated the need for 
effective healthcare services, access to essential medical products 
and the political drive toward boosting local manufacturing. During 
this workshop, organizations active in healthcare will present how 
they are facilitating the transfer of technical know-how by 
establishing Centers of Excellence in specialized medical fields.

Made in Africa: local content as a business imperative

DESCRIPTION



Case Studies: SICPA

DESCRIPTION

Enabling trust in global and regional value chains 

How can the private sector best support African governments in a world undergoing 
rapid digital transformation?  How can countries best protect the physical and digital 
integrity of currencies, citizen identities, high risk products, brands and supply 
chains?  Working together, public and private initiatives can deliver fully inclusive 
solutions that enable trust in global and regional value chains, protect data and 
processes on behalf of governments and citizens, and contribute to healthy 
economies and a better quality of life for all. 

SICPA have supported the adoption of globally-applied industrial and 
standard technologies uniquely tailored for specific country uses in Africa. The 
company's multiple centres of expertise across the continent are rooted in strong 
collaboration with local authorities to help reduce illicit activities and strengthen 
local economies. 

Security inks and features are designed to protect banknotes throughout the 
circulation lifecycle. Versatile portfolios have allowed countries to tailor 
solutions according to the specific needs of different end-users, from the general 
public to central banks and law enforcement personnel, as well as respond to 
demands for cash automation. 

SICPA showcase how the deployment of a sophisticated platform solution has helped 
government authorities secure the manufacturing and distribution of sensitive 
products as well as improve transparency and increase compliance through the 
seamless integration of physical and digital technologies. State-of-the-art 
solutions can also protect the integrity of fuel supply chains and 
telecommunications transactions, safeguarding the quality of distribution 
channels for citizens and helping governments generate robust and durable tax 
revenues. 



SPONSORS & PARTNERS

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF

ORGANIZED BY

HOSTED BY

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS




	Page vierge
	Page vierge
	Page vierge
	Page vierge



